Still ,Creating New Life
lohn 1:1-5; John 1:29-34

* God didn't stop creating at Genesis — in
Jesus, He S creating new life all over again.
i —John opens his Gospel exactly I|ke Gene5|s opens |
Scripture — “In the beginning” — signaling that

something as foundational as the first creation is
~ happening again. s s

. —The same Spirit that hovered over the waters in
. Genesis 1 now descends on Jesus at His baptism,
- marking the start of this new creative work.



John 1:1-5 NASB

1 In the begrnnrng was the Word, and the Word was with God
and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with

God. 2 All things came into being through Him, and apart from
Him not even one thing came into being that has come into
being. ¢ In Him was life, and the life was the Light of

_ mankind. ® And the Lrght shines in the darkness and the
darkness did not grasp it.



John 1:29-34 NASB

29 The next day he saw Jesus coming to him, and said,

- “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world! 32 This is He in behalf of whom | said, ‘After me is
coming a Man who has proved to be my superior, because He
existed before me. 31 And | did not recognize Him, but SO that
He would be revealed to Israel, | came baptizing in

water.” 32 And John testified, saying, “I have seen the Spirit
descending as a dove out of heaven, and He remained upon
_Him. # And | did not recognize Him, but He who sent me to
baptize in water said to me, 'He upon whom you see the Spirit
descendlng and remaining upon Him, this is the One who
baptlzes in the Holy Sp|r|t *34 And | myself have seen, and
 have testified that this is the Son of God”



ConSIder the start/why

e Like Gene5|s the Gospel of John starts W|th the
| words In the beginning.” | i

= John IS remlndlng us about Genesis 1 suggestlng that
. th|s moment is like that one —God |s creatlng agaln

— John |dent|f|es Jesus as the Word through whom God
- spoke the world into being, and we know from Gene5|s
1:2 that the Spirit aIso part|C|pated In the orlglnal
_ creation, hovering over the waters.. :

Instead the: people choose vroIence and |nJust|ce
unIeashlng chaos throughout the|r Iand



Consider the empowerment...

« At Jesus’ baptlsm the Hon Sp|r|t comes down from |
heaven like a dove and rests on him.

—Once again, God’s Spirit is hovering like a bird over the
waters, preparing to bring order from chaos so that life
can flourish.

— God’s Spirit is empowermg Jesus to begm the new
creation.

e The Sp|r|t IS domg what the Sp|r|t always does— glvmg and
sustammg life—but in a new way. |

* Light is once again entermg the world, overcoming the
darkness : : ' : '



Consider the anointing... '

* The dove-like Spirit resting on Jesus also anoints
him as someone who will baptize others, but in the
Holy Spirit rather than in water. ’
= John the Baptizer explains that Jesus will cleanse people
from sin and give them the Holy Spirit, as Ezekiel
promised (Ezek. 36:24-30).

~— This will enable them to follow God’s ways, which lead to
e . . . .



;lReerct‘. . .

o Do you see connectlons when you compare Gene5|s 1 1 51:7_._'2,'
~ with John 1:1-5, 29-34? How does thishelpyou
"understand the Sp|r|t S work through Jesus? e

Th|nk about your own Journey you have been f|IIed
you have been empowered you are. anomted for God s.**;,'.
servnce S

More Relevant Scrlpture References

-Matthew 1:18 (I\/Iatthew S account ofJesus b|rth) e
| I\/Iatthew 3 13 17 (I\/Iatthew s account ofJesus baptlsm) e
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