Recap of last week’s study:

From Wllderness to Garden and Back to Wllderness A'
Gene5|s 1 1- 2 2: 4 15, 3 22 24

* QOut of void and nothmgness God creates a fruntful
garden and the first humans, but Adam and Eve
choose to grasp at wisdom on their own terms
resulting in wilderness exile. | |

* Remember | asked: How do the openmg chapters of
Genesis help us to see creation not as something to
control or exploit, but as a gift to be received |

- _through trust and partnershlp W|th God?



Hagar S Exule and Wllderness Encounter Wlth God
Gene5|s 16 1 13 21 14 21 - o

Th|s Weeks study relnforces once agaln What
; ; we ve been focusmg on the W|Iderness

3 It|s a place of'danger'testlng 'anc sCarclty, but
~also a place where God provides, orotects, and
transforms those who have been :)ushed to the
bnnk e, ., i} mEsl |




~ Hagar, Sarah's Egyptian slave, ends up in a desolate

wilderness twice, and both times she encounters

| the God Who sees, hears, and sustains those who
- are harmed and forgotten. |



,'In Gene5|s 161 13 the wrlderness becomes the e
unI|ker setting where Hagar—mistreated, pregnant
and ererng from Saral—encounters d|V|ne e
'compa55|on -

AIone by a sprlng on the way to Shur she
dlscovers that the wrlderness IS not merely a barren
_escape route but a sacred meet|ng pIace where God
sees, hears and speaks to the unseen el

What appears to be 2 place of abandonment o
becomes the very ground where God names her e
future, restores her direction, and reveals h|mseIf as
the One who meets peopIe in desolate places



Gene5|s 16:1- 13NASB

1 Now Sara| Abram’ s wife, had not borne h|m a ch|Id
but she had an Egyptian slave woman whose name
was Hagar. 2 So Sarai said to Abram, “See now,
the LORD has prevented me from bearmg children.
Please have relations with my slave womanh; perhaps |
will obtain children through her.” And Abram listened
to the voice of Sarai. 2 And so after Abram had lived
ten years in the land of Canaan, Abram’s wife Sarai
took Hagar the Egyptran her slave woman, and gave
her to her husband Abram as his wife. ‘



4 Then he had relations with Hagar, and she
conceived; and when Hagar became aware that she
had concelved her mlstress was |n5|gn|f|cant in her
_ sight. > So Sarai said to Abram, “May the wrong
done to me be upon you! | put my slave woman
into your arms, but when she saw that she had

_ conceived, | was |n5|gn|f|cant in her S|ght IVIay

the LORD judge between you and me.” ® But Abram
said to Sarai, “Look, your slave woman is in your

- power; do to her what is good in your sight.” SO
Sarai treated her harshly, and she fled from her
presence.



’ Now the angel of the LorD found her by a spring of
water in the wilderness, by the spring on the way to
~ Shur. 8 He said, ”Hagar Sarai’s slave woman, from
‘where have you come, and where are you gomg?"
And she said, “l am fleemg from the presence of my
mistress Sarai.” ? So the angel of the LORD said to
_her, “Return to your mistress, and submit to her
authorlty” 10 The angel of the LORD also said to her
I W|Ilgreat|y m-_ultlp_ly your descendants SO that |
 they will be too many to count.” |




11 The an'gel of the LORD said to her fu'r'ther,

“Behold, you are pregnant,
 And you will give birth to a son;
Anc you shall name him Ishmael,
Because the LORD has heard your affliction.
- 12“But he will be a wild donkey of a man; ’
‘His hand will be against everyone,
And everyone's hand will be against him;
And he will live in defiance of all his brothers.”
- P Then she called the name of the Lorb who spoke
to her, “You are a God who sees me”; for she said,
“Have | even seen Him here and I|ved after He SAW
| me?” | | |




-ngen 161 13 o e e
A pIace of fllght that becomes a pIace of |
encounter Hagar eres into the W|Iderness to
escape oppressmn yet the very pIace she runs 4 .
o becomes the place where God flnds her -
and calls her by i name. e e

Scarclty contrasted W|th dlvme prowsmn
- Though the WIIderness symbollzes danger and"»
lack, God meets Hagar beside a life-giving
. sprlng S|gnaI|ng that d|V|ne care can break
- ’|nto even the hars aest Iandscapes e




e 6t

Identlty and destlny revealed in desolatlon -
- in the WIIderness Hagar receives the promlse[f
of countless descendants and the name for
 her son Ishmael——marklng the W|Iderness as |  '
_ the blrthplace of a future _‘  . "
f-A God who sees in the unseen places e
. Hagar s declaration, "You are a God Who sees .
. _me/ transforms the W|lderness nb
. ._ﬁtestlmony God is present not only | in |

_ cultivated, orderly spaces but also in the raw,
= ’umnhablted areas where people feel .

. forgotten.



_'In Genesrs 21 14—21 the wrlderness of Beersheba becomes
the stark backdrop for Hagar s second exﬂe—a pIace where.f
._scarC|ty pushes her to the edge of despalr '

Wanderrng wrth onIy 3 skm of water she faces the terror
of watchrng her son dle in the heat of the wrlderness

s Yet th|s desolate Iandscape becomes the very place
where God hears sees and mtervenes ' G

In the wrlderness God opens Hagar s eyes toa hldden ,
weII renews his promrse over Ishmael, and transforms. a _ﬁi
pIace of near- death into a pIace where a future |s born il



-_-._Gene5|s 21 14 21 i

Mgo Abraham got up. earIy in the mornlng and
took bread and a sk|n of Water and gave them to
. Hagar, putting them on her shoulder and gave her i'f
_the boy, and sent her away. And she departed and o
- wandered about in the W|Iderness of Beersheba
B When the Water in the skln was used up, she Ieft";'"_
~ the boy under one of the bushes. 1® Then she went
_.and sat down opp05|te him, about a bowshot
& ’away, for. she sa|d I\/Iay | not see the boy d|e i
- And she sat opposnte hlm and ralsed her vorce and
wept '

IH



o God heard the boy crylng, and the angeI of God
" caIIed to Hagar from heaven and sald to her, ”What =

_is the matter with you, Hagar? Do not fear for God

_has heard the voice of the boy where he is. 18 Get
_up, lift up the boy, and hold him by the hand for L -
- will make a great nation of him” 1 ThenGod
i,opened her eyes, and she saw 4 weII of water and
“ she went and filled the sk|n W|th water and gave
_the boy a drink. = - i e
2% And God was w1th the boy, and he grew and he
lived in the wilderness and became an archer, 2 He’V |
lived in the wilderness of Paran, and his mother .
f'took a W|fe for h|m from the Iand of Egypt



Gen D114 21
The wﬂderness asa place of forced

wandermg Hagar does not choose th|s

Journey, she is sent away and Ieft to naV|gate a
. barren land W|th minimal provmon o

Desperatlon meets dlvme attentlon When
._,.._?.the water runs out and hope coIIapses God L
_ hears Ishmael s cry and responds Wlth L
o ‘reassurance and promlse e



Gen 21:14- 21

Revelatlon in desolatlon Goo opens her ,
. eyes to a well—showrng that orOV|S|on was
present even when she coquI not see it

A future rooted in the W|Iderness Ishmael ; . 

_ grows up in the wilderness of Paran,

becoming an archer, signaling that the __ _.
. wilderness becomes not just a crisis pornt but i
- the so|I of h|s |dent|ty and destlny e
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o 'Moses EX|Ie and Encounter Wlth God in the e
o Wllderness . i -
o Exodus 2 il 25 3 1-6 |

' Study conS|derat|ons , . _
Moses is rescued from death and ralsed in ?t .
- Egypt's royal court (Exod. 2:1-10).

_ As an adult, Moses defends. an enslaved |
Israellte by murderlng an Egyptlan sIave master .
- But when his actions are exposed Moses flees .»j_-
for his life mto the WIIderness of I\/I|d|an o
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