Recap of 4/2 study:

_W|Iderness Testlng to Strengthen Trust
,Exodus 16 1 20 i | ‘

In a barren W|Iderness where food and water are
| almost |mp055|ble to find, Israel faces the threats
 of starvation and dehydration. e

.- . God uses these cwallenges to test them, |nV|t|ng  .’
D them to trust nim more than ever before el

. How can God use mallenges in your life to test you
'S0 that you can trust h|m more than ever before? 3_-
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 Deut 8:1-20 © s | ey
- ”AII the commandments that I am commandlng
- you today you shaII be careful to do SO that you _jA o
. may I|ve and increase, and goin and take

-__--possessmn of the land which the LORD swore to e
: glve to your forefathers 2 And you shaII remember o
all the way ‘which the LORD your God has Ied you |nf,_f,_<'.__f‘
: the W|Iderness these forty years in order to e
_ humble you, putting you to the test, to know Wt
~ was in your heart whether you would keep H|s 'iff_;f'.;;_":
f'__commandments or not e e .



Consider-1 e e
'-"When God flrst Ieads the Israelltes out of Egypt he-

: .fdoes not take them dlrectly to the promlsed land. |

If He had taken them bya dlrect route, they

' ‘would walk for apprOX|mater 1 .2 weeks, then -
 face |mmed|ate war and I|kely run stralght back - .
. totpypt -
- | So |nstead God Ieads them by a3 Ionger route ‘
through the W|Iderness (Exod 13 1/7-18).

. - On thls Journey, he wants to transform them e
. from an enslaved people dr|ven by fear |nto a L
_ free people driven by conﬁdence in God S Iove e
. *and h|s falthfulness to preserve I|fe L



3 And He humbled: you and let you g0 hungry, and
?J':fed you wrth the manna WhICh you did not know

- nor did your fathers know in order to make you =
. ;understand that man shall not live on bread alone
- but man shaII I|ve on everythlng that comes out of ’* f |
the mouth of the LORD 3 Your cIothlng did not
~ wear out on you, nor did your foot swell these
- forty years. ® So you are to know in your heart thati ;
. the LoRD your God was dlscrplmmg you jUSt asa
& __man drscrplmes his son. © Therefore you shalI keep"".;-,‘-:
" the commandments of the LORD your God to WaIk
"_m H|s ways and to fear H|m " | s



Consider-2 - .
=in Deuteronomy 8 as Moses addresses Israel
._.f_before he dies, he reminds everyone that the

 wilderness hunger they faced was not a random-
'.;hardshlp but part of God s design to teach them,- o
By guiding them into a place of extreme need
__and then meetlng them there to prowde for o
o them God revealed that true life depends on o

. trustlng h|s words enough to foIIow h|s



il For the LORD your God |s brlnglng you |nto a goodf
:Iand A Iand of streams of water, of fountainsand
- springs, flowmg out in vaIIeys and hills; 9 a Iand of
 wheat and barley, of vines, fig trees and o
"-"?'pomegranates aland of oI|ve oil and honey, 44
.. land where you W|II eat food W|thout shortage, |n
o ’ﬁwhrch you WI|| not lack anythlng, a land whose i
_ stones are iron, and out of whose hills you can dlg'
- copper 10 When you have eaten and are satlsfled '
. ;you shaII bless the LORD your God for the good

-__--;Iand WhICh He has glven you i i



Consider-3 . e | s
= The wrlderness becomes & tralnlng ground for Ilfe -
._,,W|th God, shaplng the Israelites into apeoplewho
trust God s voice rather than rerrng on the|r own
As they prepare to enter the garden I|ke e
_abundance of the promised land, I\/Ioses warns
| them PrOSperlty can Iead to forgetfulness .

. Once they are well fed and comfortable they i
;mlght forget the one who rescued them from
. slavery, provrded for them in the wrlderness and
 led them |nto the promlsed Iand attr|but|ng
. *thelr success to thelr own actlons e ';}?



o ”Be careful that you do not forget the LORD yourf'l
~ God by failing to keep His commandments H|s "
ordlnances and His statutes which | . -
- ’-commandlng you today, 1..2 otherwrse when you
- eat and are satisfied, and you build good houses
_and live in them, *3 and when your herds and your
- ’flocks |ncrease and your silver and gold |ncrease
T.":and everything that you have increases, “then
i your heart W|I| become proud and you WI|| forget
. the LORD your God who brought you out of the -
-__--;Iand of Egypt out of the house of sIavery, s



  _15 He who Ied you through the great and terrlble i
W|Iderness with its fiery serpents and scorpions,
and its thirsty ground where there was ho water
He who brought water for you out of the rock of
* flint. 18 |n the wilderness it was He who fedyou
_ manna which your fathers did not know, in order to:
 humble you and in order to put you to the test o
do good for you in the end. ¥ Otherwise, you may
_ say in your heart My power and the strength of |
. my hand made me thls wealth L o



.__..13 But you are to remember the LORD your God for__‘ -
itis He who IS glvmg you power to make weaIth in ' ;'
order to conflrm H|s covenant WhICh He swore to
  your fathers 5 |t is this day 19 And it shaII come
_about, if you ever forget the LORD your God and
- foIIow other gods and serve and worshlp them I
 testify agalnst you today that you W|II certalnly o
"'"perlsh 20 L|ke the nations that the LORD eI|m|nateS" .

. from you, so you shaII perlsh because you Would }

- not Ilsten to the vorce of the LORD your God :



Consider-4 s =
'-Moses wants the people to remember that every =
._.f.good gift uIt|mater comes from God S hand
The W|Iderness tests do not harm them they

. transform them into a people who can enJoy |
‘Zf,‘,God S garden ster glft of abundance because -
 they have come to see and trust the true source—f._*’-.f
- -.f'oftruellfe e



Reflect s

5;;.How does Israel S W|Iderness Journey reveal that
_ true life is found not in abundance |tself but .
"ff*.:f}'trustlng the one who prowdes |t? e

Relevant Scrlpture to Con5|der i
°Deut 6 10 19 L '



 Next week preV|ew . e
i Dawd Hldes and Learns in the W|Iderness -
'1 SamueI 23 6 14 1 Samuel 24 1 7

. God could have made DaV|d klng |mmed|ately i
o 'after his anointing, ‘but instead, David spends =

_ﬁ years in the wilderness as a fugltlve

How does this season of waltlng and testlng
prepare DaV|d for rullng as klng? |

Have you ever sensed a tlme of waltlng and |
_ testing to prepare you for somethlng God has e
revealed to you? i S
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https://bibleproject.com/guides/the-wilderness/
https://bibleproject.com/guides/the-wilderness/
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