Recap of last week's study:

Moses EX|Ie and Encounter W|th God in the W|Iderness .
vExodus21125 dii6 o . '

. You may not have had a burnlng bush encounter but ‘
- have you ever felt God £ presence and speaklng o
. you? L | e
. Remember how we compared IVIoses encounter wrth :
. God at the burning bush and how it compared wuth :
 Hagar's experience in the wilderness?
* What might these stories reveal about the W|Iderness |
asa pIace where God meets with peopIe cares for :
s them and caIIs them |nto a new future? e e
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- ;.In a barren wrlderness where food and water are
almost |mpossuble to flnd Israel faces the threatsf |
~ ofstarvation and dehydratlon e

e ;.- God uses these chaIIenges to test them |nV|t|ng
‘ them to trust h|m more than ever before .



As they travel from Egypt to Mount Sinai, the
 Israelites face three maJor tests arranged in a
symmetrlcal pattern: . :
. A: Lack of water (Ex 15 22 27) s
 B:lackof food (Ex. 16:1-36) (- Today 5 Focus |
i Al:'_ac< of water (Ex 111 T L 4,
jgln each ep|sode Israel grumbles agarnst I\/Ioses (Ex
808 1608 173 doubtlng God s ablllty to keep' -
them aI|ve in the wilderness. i S
_* But each time God prowdes what they need
e The repetition emphasizes the key idea that Godi ;
e transformlng terr|f|ed slaves into free people
- who trust that everythlng needed for I|fe comes jf___;
- fembimalone.. .




 Exodus 16:1- 20 | |
o Then they set out from EI|m and aII the
o congregatlon of the sons of IsraeI came to the

 wilderness of S|n ‘which is between Elrm and S|na|,w"
_on the flfteenth day of the second month after o

the|r departure from the Iand of Egypt = But t
i Whole congregatlon of the sons of Israel grum
.__.agalnst Moses and Aaron in the W|Iderness 4

sons of Israel sa|d to them‘ ‘If only we had d|ed byf .

1e =

'he '

_the LORD 5 hand in the land of Egypt ‘when we sat

  _by the pots of meat when we ate bread until we o

_were fuII for you have brought us out into th|s L
- wilderness. to k||| thrs entrre assembly W|th e

|n Hetha

'hunger



Consider-1 ,f s
- God sets IsraeI free from sIavery in Egypt but e oo
._.f_|mmed|ately leads them intoa place W|thout food L jf
Rdeiore b o
They re forced to wonder A ratlonal person
A fjwould ask what k|nd of rescue is thls? |
_* Obviously, slavery was awful, but the W|Iderness
- feels like a death sentence. =~
. But God doesn t let them d|e or abandon them | ' ;'
"h hthere ‘ bb‘ f' i Q_ s f __ :, . ”_ n;?
_+ He' S testlng IsraeI showmg them h|s onaI Iove e
i and |nV|t|ng them to see their world dlfferently—v - f'
= *to see hrm as thelr soIe source of I|fe | o



o Then the LORD said to I\/Ioses “Behold. | will rain .
V"?bread from heaven for you; and the people shall go
out and gather a day’s portlon every day, so that | o
. may test them, whether or not they will waIk in My
_ instruction. ® On the sixth day, when they prepare
L what. they brlng in, it will be twlce as much as they  ?
: :gather daily.” & So I\/Ioses and Aaron said to all the
- .sons of Israel ”At evenlng you erI know that
the LorD has brought you out of the |and of __
L fevpt and in the mornlng you will see the glory of:'.__f‘
- the Lorb, for He hears your grumbllngs agalnst i
. the LORD and what are we that you grumble o i
- agarnst US?" e s



.'1'___jCon5|der 2 " | o A ,
_In the central story, the Israelltes complaln aboutf -
. havmg no food so God sends manna, o S
.'?:i_:;'mysterlous bread from heaven that covers the
"_[ground each morning. e L

This da|Iy bread nourlshes the Israelltes for 40
o yeals, until they enter the promised land and
. ostant eatlng from its produce (Josh. 5:12).

_ * God instructs them to never collect more thanj_ -
e _’what they need for one. day, except on the
S ikl day, when they should gather twice as.
o fjmuch SO they don’t need to work on the
i ff‘seventh day, the Sabbath -



R And l\/Ioses sald ”Thls W|II happen when E
the LORD gives you meat to eat in the evenlng, and
bread to the full in the mornlng, for the LORD hears

i ’f-your grumbllngs wh|ch you grumble agalnst Him.

~ And what are we? Your grumbllngs are not agarnst
us but agalnst thelonp?

e Then Moses sald to Aaron Say to aII the
--;congregatlon of the sons of Israel ‘Come forward
. beforethe Lorp, for He has heardyour
. ,-grumbllngs i And it came about, as Aaron spoke
- tothe entlre congregatlon of the sons of IsraeI that
. they looked toward the wilderness, and behold the;;
Zglory of the LORD appeared in the cloud



11 And the LoRD spoke to Moses, saylng, 124 have
heard the grumbllngs of the sons of Israel; speak to
t1em saylng, At twilight you shall eat meat andin
. the morning you shall be filled W|th bread:; and yousz—
_ shall know that | am the Lorp your God.”
L 13 So it came about at evenlng that the qualls came. .
. up and covered the camp, and in the mornlng o
- there was a Iayer of dew around the

camp. 14 When the layer of dew evaporated e
_ behold, on the surface of the wilderness there was
  a f|ne fIake I|ke thlng, flne as the frost on the .




  [15 When the sons of Israel saw it they il to one
another “What is it?” For they did not know what
it was. And Moses sa|d to them, ”It is the bread
_ which the Lorp has given you to eat. 16 This is what
- the LORD has commanded Everyone gather as
_much as he W|II eat: you shall take an omer aplece -
. ’accordlng to the number of people each of you has
- in his tent.” 7 The sons of Israel did so, and some
gathered much and some little. 18 When they ‘
- {measured it by the omer the one who had |
t_"gathered much d|d not have too much and the one ﬁ;
 who had gathered little did not have too I|ttIe -
. ;everyone gathered a5 much as he would eat




gm0

Wh||e manna brlngs Ilfe rt also presents a. .
. chaIIenglng test to see Whether the people W|II
'.."I|sten foGodsveice. = . 0 s
| Some ignore God’ S words by coIIectrng more ) .
f,: _than needed, but their stockplles qwckly rot |nto-.__'
. maggot food (Ex. 16:20), . L
* God is trying to teach the Israelltes that good o
_ ongoing life will not come about by thlnklng and
actlng on their own. e e .
_* He wants them to be free WhICh |nvolves rerlngv
 onGod’s prowsmn and trustlng |n h|s -
. fithfulaess. . o



Reflect _ | _ .
i;_When you think about your need for food would" .
. you rather have enough to Iast for a wh|Ie or onIyS,
. ’have enough for one dayata time? e

Our human nature sometlmes Ieads us to Iook ahead-—

: when it comes to our prowsrons But are we Iookmg =l
- ahead on our own or with God'’s help? B L

--fHow might God’s |nstruct|ons for Israel to coIIect .
| f’onIy enough food for one day (except on the i

,.5|xth day) have |nformed the Israelltes to th|nk

Epndiner S L s

_ Relevant Scr|pture to Con5|der

_°PsaIm 78:14- 32

"'Numbers 11



| Nextweek:

. 'Israel’s Wllderness Transformatlon e
. Deut8:1-20 .

- 'How does IsraeI S W|Iderness Journey reveaI that

. truelifeis found not in abundance |tself but |n
o trustlng the one Who prov1des |t? i
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https://bibleproject.com/guides/the-wilderness/
https://bibleproject.com/guides/the-wilderness/
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