Recap of last week’s study:

-'Israel’s Wllderness Transformatlon L
Deut 8:1- 20 o |

. As the Israelltes face scarC|ty in the W|Iderness God
teaches them that life rows not from the|r own
hands but from God’ S word |

. How does Israel s w1|derness Journey reveaI that
truelifeis found not in abundance |tself but | |n |
| trustlng the one who prowdes |t? '
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1 Samuel 23: 6 14 | | e

T Now it came about when Ablathar the son of
o Ahlmelech erd to DaV|d at Kellah that he came j] )
: down W|th an ephod in h|s hand 7 When |t was
~ reported to Saul that DaV|d had come to Keilah,
Saul said, “God has handed him over to me, for he
| shut hlmself |n by entenng a cuty W|th double gates._f,_ft_.f’
: .and bars " 8 S0 Saul summoned all the people for
_war, to go down to Kellah to besuege David and h|s i
men 9 But DaV|d knew that Saul was. plottlng eV|I
,"'__agalnst h|m 50 he sa|d to Ablathar the pnest "
Brlng the ephod here Gl |



-* ’:10 Then Davrd sald ”LORD GOD Of IsraeI Your

:servant has heard for certaln that Saul IS seeklng e

- to come to Keilah to destroy the city on my

. ’account 11 W|II the crtlzens of Ke|Iah hand me
- over to him? Will Saul come down just as ear
.. servant has heard? LORD GOd Of Israel, pIease teII,f,

b ’ﬁYour servant” And the LORD said, “He will come
T.":down i Then David sa|d ”W|II the C|t|zens ot e
: Kerlah hand me and my men over to Saul?” And -

. {the LORD sard They erI hand you Over



 ”? ;13 Then Davnd and h|s men about six hundred i
_ rose up and departed from Keilah, and they went -
. wherever they could go. When it was reported to
- SSauI that DaV|d had escaped from Kellah he gave
- up the pursuit. ¥ David stayed in the wilderness | o
. the strongholds, and remained in the hill country
Ll the W||derness of leh And SauI searched for |
- him every day, but God d|d not hand h|m over to -
| 'hlm s ; ; ; |



V*Con5|der 1 i = e
'-"Young David flrst captures natlonal attentlon by
._,,ﬁdefeatmg the Philistine giant warrior Gollath i1 L
Sam. 17), and hIS contmued m|I|tary success wins
_him the people S admlratlon But David’s popularlty Af |
threatens King Saul, and after Saul hears songs
 praising David above himself (1 Sam. 18:6-16), he
- starts huntmg DaV|d to kill h|m DaV|d flees and the"ﬂ}
.w||derness prowdes safety - T



1 Samuel 24:1- 71 e -
 1 Now when SauI returned from pursurng the e
Ph|||st|nes it was reported to him, saying, _”Behold,{_ff
. SDaV|d is in the erderness of Engedl "2 Then ool

"-"?'took three thousand chosen men from all Israel

0 and went to search for DaV|d and h|s men |n front
b ’fof the Rocks of the I\/Iountaln Goats s



 Consider-2 Sl e

'-—"'Ironlcally, the prophet Samuel has aIready anomted

David as IsraeI s next klng (1 Sam 16 13)—the

j;;[throne is rlghtfully his. s
Yet he makes no attempt to take |t W|th V|olence
In the W|Iderness he Iearns to entrust h|s future
to God = i






4 Then DaV|d s men sald to h|m ”Behold th|s is thef
day of wh|ch the LORD sa|d to you, Behold I am S
about to hand your enemy over to you and you
. ’:shaII do to h|m as it seems good to Vou. - Then .
- David got up and cut off the edge of Saul'srobe
secretIy 5 But it came about afterward that DaV|d s,:

i ’consuence bothered h|m because he had cut off

T.":the edge of SauI S robe 669 he sald to his men,

i “Far be it from me because of the LORD that I

~ would do this thing to my lord, o

~ the LoRD’s anointed, to reach out W|th my hand
against him, since he is the LorD’s anointed.”



VConﬂder g S s sl
'-"DaV|d follows God S gwdance (1 Sam 23: 10 13) and
,_tWIce refuses to kill Saul when given perfect
i:opportunltles—flrst when Saul is alone and
vulnerable (rellevmg himself in a cave) and then
_wh|le he S sleeplng (1 Sam 24 1- 7 26: 1 12)
The flrst scene portrays DaV|d ina stealth
s ambush p05|t|on But rather than cuttlng SauI s
down David cuts fabric off the corner of Saul s e
_ robe, and even that strlkes h|s heart W|th gmlt
.+ He expresses regret for raising h|s hand agalnst .
i the Lord s anomted (1 Sam 24 4 6) -
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Consider-4 e : ‘
- Asa settmg, the W|Iderness recaIIs IsraeI Iong ago o
._,ﬁgrumbllng agalnst God after he brought them it jf
iﬁongypt | -\ , , “" ?".”-“?'« ”:‘-'1
Butin the same place thlS new klng, DaV|d =
e fj,learns what the W|Iderness often teaches—deep,:. -
__ sincere trust in God. e
- | He does not manlpulate or W|eld power to
secure God s blessing; he walts on God to

_ provide it when and how God intends.

_» David’s self-restraint and strong trust in God ,
i d|st|ngU|sh h|m agi Ieader after God S own heart - f



"Reflect | L -
~ God ¢ could have made DaV|d klng lmmedlately e
. after his anointing, but mstead DaV|d spends

. ’fyears in the wilderness as a fugitive. .
-+ How does this season of waiting and testlng -

. prepare DaV|d for rullng asking? . .

_ * Haveyou ever sensed a time of waltlng and i

e ,._'testlng to prepare you for somethlng God has L
f,‘,fjAreveaIed to . L

_ Relevant Scrlpture i | | L
5°Psalm 63 (A Psalm of DaV|d when he was in the e
| _W|Iderness ofJudah) .



NextWe‘ekpreVieW; .

- Garden to Wllderness to Garden
o Jer4 23 26 Hos 2 14 zo Isa 51 3

The prophets use W|Iderness and garden
|magery to cescrlbe Israel S Journey |

o They warn t1at rejectlng God Ieads to -

i -.desolatlon out God ultlmately promlses

S _‘restoratlon and a return to the abundance of |
f“iEden ; i = 5
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https://bibleproject.com/guides/the-wilderness/
https://bibleproject.com/guides/the-wilderness/
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