
Recap of last week’s study:

David Hides and Learns in the Wilderness

1 Samuel 23: 6-14; 1 Samuel 24: 1-7

• Hunted by King Saul, David takes refuge in the 
wilderness, where his path to kingship comes not by 
forceful dominance but by learning to trust and 
depend on God.

• Have you ever sensed a time of waiting and testing 
to prepare you for something God has revealed to 
you?



Garden to Wilderness to Garden

• Jer 4: 23-26; Hos 2: 14-20; Isa 51:3



The prophets use wilderness and garden imagery to 
describe Israel’s journey. 

• They warn that rejecting God leads to desolation, 
but God ultimately promises restoration and a 
return to the abundance of Eden.



Introduction
When Israel turns away from God by repeatedly 
breaking their covenant agreement—embracing 
other gods and adopting social systems that exploit 
and oppress the poor—God sends prophets who 
challenge them to turn back to him. 

The prophets deliver fierce warnings, declaring that 
Israel's freedom and flourishing in the garden-like 
promised land will turn to dust if they continue 
doing what’s right in their own eyes rather than 
trusting God’s instruction.



Jer 4:23-26 NASB
23I looked at the earth, and behold, it was a 
formless and desolate emptiness;
And to the heavens, and they had no light.
24I looked on the mountains, and behold, they 
were quaking,
And all the hills jolted back and forth.
25I looked, and behold, there was no human,
And all the birds of the sky had fled.
26I looked, and behold, the fruitful land was a 
wilderness,
And all its cities were pulled down
Before the LORD, before His fierce anger.



Consider our surroundings:

The prophet Jeremiah has a vision in which the 
“fruitful land” of Judah turns into a “wilderness” 
(Jer. 4:26). 
• Like the watery wasteland in Genesis 1:2, it 

becomes “formless and desolate emptiness 
(Hebrew: tohu vavohu)” (Jer. 4:23).



Hosea 2:14-20 NASB

14“Therefore, behold, I am going to persuade her,
Bring her into the wilderness,
And speak kindly to her.
15“Then I will give her her vineyards from there,
And the Valley of Achor as a door of hope.
And she will respond there as in the days of her 
youth,
As in the day when she went up from the land of 
Egypt.



16“And it will come about on that day,” declares 
the LORD,
“That you will call Me my husband
And no longer call Me my Baal.
17“For I will remove the names of the Baals from 
her mouth,
So that they will no longer be mentioned by their 
names.



18“On that day I will also make a covenant for them
With the animals of the field,
The birds of the sky,
And the crawling things of the ground.
And I will eliminate the bow, the sword, and war 
from the land,
And will let them lie down in safety.
19“I will betroth you to Me forever;
Yes, I will betroth you to Me in righteousness and 
in justice,
In favor and in compassion,
20And I will betroth you to Me in faithfulness.
Then you will know the LORD.



Consider the future:
The wilderness can bring reconciliation and 
restoration. 
• God declares through the prophet Hosea that as 

he once wooed Israel into a marriage-like 
relationship in the wilderness (Exod. 19-24), now 
he will do so again. 

• Then the people will be faithful to him, no longer 
turning away to other gods or oppressing 
people.



Isa 51:3 NASB

3Indeed, the LORD will comfort Zion;
He will comfort all her ruins.
And He will make her wilderness like Eden,
And her desert like the garden of the LORD.
Joy and gladness will be found in her,
Thanksgiving and the sound of a melody.



Consider the “Big Picture”:
God promises to restore the promised land by 
transforming it from a wilderness wasteland back 
into a garden-like land of abundance and joy (Isa. 
51:3). 
• So, Israel’s story doesn’t end in the wilderness.
• The prophets look forward to a future return to a 

new Eden-like promised land.



Reflect (internalize within yourself)
• How does God use the wilderness as a place to 

restore his relationship with his people?
• How has God used a wilderness experience to 

bring you back into a closer walk with Him?

Relevant Scripture
•Joel 2:1-3
•Isaiah 40:3-11
•Isaiah 41:18-20
•Isaiah 43:13-21



Next week preview:

Jesus’ Wilderness Tests (or Traps)

Matthew 4:1-11

• Jesus’ wilderness testing experience mirrors 
Israel’s, but unlike his ancestors, Jesus resists 
evil and stays true to his Father’s will. 

• Replaying and redeeming Israel’s story, he 
shows what unbreakable partnership with God 
looks like in real human life, even through 
intense hunger and suffering.



Source:
The Wilderness in the Bible | Garden to 
Wilderness to Garden

https://bibleproject.com/guides/the-wilderness/
https://bibleproject.com/guides/the-wilderness/


x tbd
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