Recap of last week’s study:

Davnd Hldes and Learns m the Wllderness
1 Samuel 23 6 14 1 Samuel 24 1 7

. Hunted by Klng SauI DaV|d takes refuge m the
= .Wllderness where his path to klngshlp comes not by;
__ 'forceful domlnance but by Iearnlng to trust and .
*depend on God e e
 Have you ever sensed a tlme of waltlng and testlng |
to prepare you for somethlng God has revealed to f_
you? L L L .
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'The prophets use W|Iderness and garden lmagery to
descrlbe Israel SJourney e
__° They warn that reJectlng God Ieads to desolatlon
but God uItlmately promlses restoratlon and a
return to the abundance Of Eden L



_Introduction e -

'-"When Israel turns away from God by repeatedly
._.f_breaklng their covenant agreement—embracing
 other gods and adopting social systems that epr0|t=-_°"-r
_ and oppress the poor—God sends prophets who .
_'_chaIIenge them to turn back to h|m " o

--The prophets dellver flerce warnlngs declarlng thati |
Israel's freedom and flourlshlng in the garden- Ilke
ff;promlsed Iand W|II turn to dust if they continue
.'t'd0|ng what S rrght in the|r own eyes rather than
"trustlng God s lnstructlon | | |



Jer4:23.96 |

T Iooked at the earth and behold |t was a
b formless and desolate emptiness; |

_ And to the heavens,

'__--24I looked on the mountalns and behold they__--f- L

were quaklng,

and they had nollght

_ And all the hills Jolted back and forth

i Iooked and beho
_ And all the birds of tl
5 Iooked and beho
f'_wllderness o

d, there was no human |
he sky had erd

d the frwtful Iand was a

And all its crtles were puIIed down Ll
. Before the LORD before H|s flerce anger



._f_.:ﬁThe prophet Jeremlah has a V|5|on in wh|ch the
{;:{”frurtful Iand” ofJudah turns mto a W|Iderness

‘._"(Jer426) e s e
Like the watery wasteland in Gene5|s 1 2 |t

becomeé ”formless and desolate emptmess
(Hebrew tohu vavohu)” (Jer 4 23)



dHosea 2 14- zo

14”Therefore behold I am gomg to persuade her -
_ Bring her into the wilderness, L
_And speak k|ndIy to her. fj_i;;._"j- i i
- 15”Then | W|II give her her vmeyards from there
 And the VaIIey of Achor as a door of hope sa
- And she will respond there asin the days of her
_yguth ' R e e e Q e
Asin the day when she went up from the Iand of
 HEgypt | it s it



fff_' 6”And |t W|I| come about on that day, declares .
ffthe ey 0 i
“That. you W|II caII IVIe my husband

'if?‘»'And no Ionger caII Me my Baal o

f "17”For | W|II remove the names of the Baals from
_her mouth, L e L
_ Sothat they WI|| no Ionger be mentloned by the|r
'J"names e : -



8”On that day I WI|| aIso make i covenant for them
_ With the animals of the fleId e
dhebidsofthecky. . . 000
- ’And the crawllng thlngs of the ground L
~ And | will eliminate the bow the sword, and war
fromitheland .. : \
- ’And W|II let them I|e down |n safety
194 W|II betroth you to I\/Ie forever e
i Yes, | will betroth you to Mein nghteousness and -
1;Jnjusnce . ‘ .
~ In favor and |n compassmn e cn
- 2%And | will betroth you to lVIe |n falthfulness i
f; ,Then you WI|| know the LORD e



 Consider the future |
= The WIIderness can brlng reconC|I|at|on and

0 restoratlon 3 o T e
God declares through the prophet Hosea that as " -;
' _he once wooed Israel into a marrlage like .
"fjrelatlonshlp in the W|Iderness (Exod 19 24) now o
. he will do so agam i T
- | Then the people WI|| be falthful to h|m no Iongerff
turnmg away to other gods or oppressmg
- ffpeople e ‘ -



- '3|ndeed the LORD WI|| comfort Z|on b

_ He will comfort all her ruins. .
 And He W|II make her W|Iderness Irke Eden
~ And her desert like the garden of the LORD

Joyand gladness W|II be found in her -
.'__-.’.'_Thanksg|vmg and the sound of a melody



'-?*Con5|der the “Blg Plcture |

- God promises to restore the promlsed Iand by
._,.:ﬁtransformlng it from a W|Iderness wasteland back
i;frnto a garden Ilke Iand of abundance and Joy (Isa
So Israel s story doesn t end in the W|Iderness o
The prophets Iook forward to a future return to a;'-}f
- new Eden I|ke promlsed Iand e



Reflect (mternallze wnthln yourself) i
 -.'°; How does God use the WIIderness 4 place 0.
L restore h|s relatlonshlp W|th h|s people? .
e -";,How has God used a W|Iderness experlence to
brlng you back into a closer walk with Hlm?

e ;'_Relevant Scrlpture
"'_f.oel P 3 |
' § sa__law 40: 3 11

* e|saiah 41:18- 20
Sala'\ 43 13 21




Nextweekprie\‘/ieW; -

Jesus Wllderness Tests (or Traps)
Matthew 4 1- 11 ' '

Jesus W|Iderness testlng experlence mirrors -
s IsraeI S, but unllke h|s ancestors Jesus reS|sts o
eV|I and stays true to h|s Father S W|II

. j’fReplaylng and redeemlng Israel’s story, he L

_ , _'shows what unbreakable partnershlp with God"i |
~ looks like in real human life, even through ik

. '@ff_j‘,lntense hunger and sufferlng i
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https://bibleproject.com/guides/the-wilderness/
https://bibleproject.com/guides/the-wilderness/
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