Recap of last week’s study:

Jesus Wllderness Tests (or Traps)
I\/Iatthew 4:1-11 |

’ Jesus Wllderness testlng experlence mlrrors Israel S

but unllke his ancestors Jesus re5|sts eV|I and stays
true to his Father’s will.

. Replayung and redeemlng Israel S story, he shows
what an unbreakable reIatlonshlp with God Iooks

I|ke in real human Ilfe even through |ntense hunger |
_ and suffenng i |



Jesus Provndlng Bread in the W|Iderness -
. I\/lark 6 30 44 John b: 48 51 e

Jesus’ miracumus's,ign‘of' fe'eding a massive Israelite
crowd in the W|Iderness recaIIs God’s prOV|5|on of

manna after the exodus, revealing that Jesus is the ?, -

one who supplies abundantly for all human needs -
'past present and future |



I\/Iark 6 30 44

30 The apostles gathered together W|th Jesus and i
. _they reported to Him all that they had done and
.'1'.__jtaught 31 And He said to them, “Come away B
';yourselves toa secluded pIace and rest a I|ttIe e
~ while! (For there were many people comlng and
_ going, and they d|d not even have time to L
- eat.) 32 And they went away in the boat to a
'secludec place by themselves ]

3 The peo ple saw them gomg, and many recognlzedf"'g""'_
them and ran there together on foot from aII the -
C|t|es and got there ahead of them



I\/Iark 6 30 44

34 When Jesus Went ashore He saw a Iarge crowd |
. and He felt compassion for them because they werej?
. like sheep without a shepherd: and He beganto
 teach them many things. 3 And when it was aIready |
- late, His disciples came up to Him and said, “This
. place is secluded and it is already late; 3¢ send them 'j?
. away so that they may go into the surroundung :
. countryside and villages and buy themselves 5
~ something to eat” 37 But He answered them, “You
__give them something to eat!” And they said to H|m .
. “Shall we go and spend two hundred denariion
. bread, and give it to them to eat?” 3 But He said to
- them, “How many loaves do you have? Go look!”
. And when they found out they sald F|ve and two o
i ,-.f|5h Lot | S T i




I\/Iark 6 30 44

39 And He ordered them aII to recllne by .
~ groups on the green grass. ¥ They reclmed |n'i;
__groups of hundreds and fifties. 1 And He
~ took the five loaves and the two fish, and
. looking up toward heaven, He blessed the -
. food and broke the loaves and He gave them
- to the disciples again and again to set before ;,
. them; and He divided the two fish among '
 them all. #2 And they all ate and were
 satisfied; 43 ond they plcked up twelve full _
~ baskets of the broken pieces of bread, and of_-i
__the fish. * There were flve thousand men.
. «.who ate the Ioaves e



: 'Consider'how this.is relevant ’today:"ﬁ -

i The passage centers on Jesus as the one who
'Abrlngs God S sustalnlng presence lnto barren

. 'pIaces ' | | o | |

He doesn’t jUSt meet phy5|cal need he reveals !

| -hlmself as the glver of life, the one who turns
scarC|ty into overflowrng abundance i
=t This m|racIe or sign act, points to ancrent _

‘ .flsrael S experlence in the erderness when God
provided bread from the sky, called “manna,” to

- nourlsh a crowd of hungry travelers (Ex 16)



7’John64851 ,f -
- B | am the bread of life. 49 Your fathers ate the e

__manna in the wrlderness and they died. 50 This | T .

the bread that comes down out of heaven SO that:"“;*-_'
'._anyone may eat from it and not die. %1 | am the |
5 I|V|ng bread that came down out of heaven |f

. anyone eats from this bread he WI|| live forever w,

-__and the bread WhICh I WI|| glve for the I|fe of the
World aIso is My flesh e i o



  Conﬂder e -.-._..n.
Durlng the exodus journey, God prowded o
- abundant bread for Israel’s 12 tribes; now Jesus L
- ’:prowdes abundant bread until the crowd |s .
- satisfied, and even more—to the pount that 12
baskets of Ieftovers remain. (I\/Iark 6:42- 43)

However, the crowd soon starts. murmurlng, i
' | ,_.demandlng another mlraculous Sign from Jesusf
- and appealing to God’ S provrsron of | manna for ] a
. jthelr ancestors (John 6:30-31). ‘ -
= 50 Jesus says that he, hlmself |s' ”the bread of '
i *I|fe” that has come down from heaven (John



’rConﬂder o o | e
“?'Jesus points to the human need for food to make a Iarger
o 'p0|nt The nourlshment needed for a true and everlastlng
. life comes only from God. R R
. Jesus shocks the people by telllng them to eat h|s flesh'f';
| and drink his blood (Jlohn 6:53-58). = g
He's usmg a metaphor to invite them to trust in hlm—t;.j,_ff
to ‘Sat! Jesus s flesh is to recelve h|s life and take it
- intotheirownlife,. B L
~» But Jesus’ followers do not understand the metaphor '4 o
ffand they grumble agalnst him (see John 6: 61) ustose o
e the Israelites grumbled agalnst God and I\/Ioses in the
~;W|Iderness (Ex 16:2-3; 17:3; Num. 11 1)



By multlplylng the Ioaves and flsh wrth ||tt|e more
- zthan his word, Jesus reveals God & |nf|n|te ab|I|ty to
'-"?'prowde abundantly for human need, while healso
,j S|gnals the deeper truth he wants to convey:
Everythlng needed for true Ilfe is found through
trustlng |n and foIIowmg h|m | o
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 Next week preview (Wilderness Theme Conclusion):

-',f Falthfulness |n the Wllderness Leads to Rest
'.'PsaIm 95: 7 11 Hebrews 3: 12 19 4 ks 11 |

True rest is avallable for those who Iearn to trust‘f"'*
God enough to follow his |nstruct|on and |
" ?_;.embrace his way ofllfe s o L L
~* What can we learn from Israel’ s Journey |n the ‘
. wilderness to help us enter the deep, true B .
. God offers? S . " .
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