J't'me»4th Sr Adult Bi'ble Study: Redemption

* Redemption from Enslavement (#1)
» Redemption of the Firstborn (#2)

» Redemption of Land and Enslaved Relatives (#3)



June 4t Sr. Adult Bible Study:
* Redemption from Enslavement (#1/3)
— Exodus 6:2-8

— Deuteronomy 7:7-11



Exodus 6 2 8

2 God spoke further to I\/Ioses and said to h|m 1 am- a
 the LorDp; 2 and | appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as
- God Almlghty, but by:My name, Lorp, | did not make Myself
I {-known to them. ? I also establlshed My covenant with them,
- togive them the land of Canaan, the land in which they I|ved .
~ as strangers. > Furthermore | have heard the groaning of the
- sons of Israel, because the Egyptians are holding themin
~ bondage, and | have remembered My covenant. ® Say, L
 therefore, to the sons of Israel, ‘I am the Lorp, and | will bring
. you out from under the labors of the Egyptians, and  will =~
_rescue you from their bondage. | will also redeem you with an
__outstretched arm, and with great judgments. ” Then | will take
. you as My people, and | will be your God; and you shall know
. that | am the LorD your God, who brought you out from under
- thelabors of the Egyptians. 8 | will bring you to the land which
1 swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and I W|I| glve |t
L you asa possessmn I am the LORD’” SR B




Deuteronomy 7: 7 11

7 “The LORD d|d not make you H|s beloved nor choose you 5
2 'because you were greater in number than any of the peoples
= ,.smce you were the fewest of all peoples 8 but because i
 the LorD loved you and kept the oath WhICh He swore to your
"i'forefathers the LORD brought you out by a mighty hand and

- redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of
- _Pharaoh klng of Egypt. 9 Know therefore that the LORD your :
. God, He is God, the faithful God, who keeps His covenant and
~ His faithfulness to a thousand generations for those who love

- Him and keep His commandments; *° but He repays those =
- who hate Him to their faces, to ellmlnate them; He will not
_hesitate toward him who hates Him, He will repay him to hls
. face. ¥ Therefore, you shall keep the commandment, the

| ]statutes and the Judgments Wthh lam commandlng you s
today, to do them n i |




.'Con5|der the Blble from Gene5|s to Revelatlons i

The story about God S I|berat|on of the Israelltes from ,j'
f‘  _Egyptlan slavery beIongs to a pattern of redemptronj
. woven throughout the Blble e .

. }Whenever God is: restorlng 4 person or people back ,j'
: _to their. famlly (after they've been taken by
- _another) he is redeemlng them.

. '5In the exodus narratlve th|s redemptlon theme
 comes into full view and becomes a foundatlonal
. paradigm contlnued throughout the Old and New
“ ]Testaments e I ik i



.'Con5|der the true ownershlp .

In the exodus story, a tyranmcal Egyptlan pharaoh
_ acts like he owns Israel as his possession, but God
- ___jteIIs IVIoses that he will * redeem them usmg a4
_ Hebrew verb (ga ‘al) that means to repossess_bac’k
_ into the family” (Exod. 6: 6L .
?_God has aIready descrlbed Israel as h|s ”flrstborn i
_son,” meaning that all of Israel belongs to h|m notf’
o Pharaoh (Exod 4 22) en
.?[So God redeems them by brlngmg them back mto
}hls fam|ly e -



.'Con5|der the payment for redemptlon

Elsewhere | in Scripture, redemptlon frequently o
. _mvolves some klnd of payment e "

« But Pharaoh has no rlght to own Israelltes in the :
| ':'flrst pIace SO God offers no redemptlon prlce .
. ;,Instead ‘ wrth an outstretched arm and W|th great
- acts of judgment” (Exod. 6:6)—referring to plaguesi }
| l’de5|gned to persuade Pharaoh to listen—God
_eventually compels h|m to set Israel free 'j‘_ »’



Con5|der the outcome

When I\/Ioses Iater talks about God redeemlng his
people from sIavery in Egypt he uses the Hebrew :

verb padah (Deut 7:8), WhICh means “to restore to
your posse55|on or to rescue from a I|fe- e
threatemng Sitztien - .

s God 5 dellverance of the Israelltes mvolves both 8
famlly reumon (ga ‘al) and a Ilberatlon from death tof



Dlscussmn pomts | i

Redemption as leeratlon How does God S dellverance -
from Egypt shape our understandlng of redemptlon as.
freedom from bondage? (What is our principal bondage?)
Redemption as Restoration: What does it mean that God
redeems Israel to be His peop/e rather than SImpIy freelng
them? (Thlnk covenant) b s D
God’s Initiative: Why is it S|gn|f|cant that God redeems Israel,'
because of His Iove and promises, not the|r worthlness? e
(Think creator and creation) i T R
Covenant Falthfulness How do these passages show that
redemptlon is tied to God S reI|ab|I|ty and long-term
commitment? (Think Jesus as the ultimate redeemer) i
Personal Reflection: Where do you see God’s redeeming
| work today as: both rescue and restoratlon? (Saved sinners. ) -




June 4t Sr. Adult Bible Study:
* Redemption of the Firstborn (#2/3)
— Exodus 13:1-16

— Numbers 3:44-48



Exodus 13 1 10

o Then the LORD spoke to Moses sayrng, i ”Sanctlfy to Me every flrstborn the v' ;
Afirstborn of every womb among the sons of IsraeI among people and
_‘animals alike; it belongs to Me.” .

3 And Moses sald to the people Remember th|s day in whlch you departed
- from Egypt, from the house of slavery; for by a powerful hand i s
= the LORD:brought you out from this place. And nothing with’ yeast shaII be R
- eaten. * On this day in the month-of Abib, you are about to go out from-
‘here. ® And it shall be when the LORD brlngs you to the land of the .~ = =
..Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite, which He A
. swore to your fathers to glve you, a land rowmg with milk and honey, that &
- vou shall perform this rite in this month. 8 For seven days you shall eat
T _.‘unIeavened bread, and on the seventh:day there shall be a feast'to .
~ ‘the LORD:? UnIeavened bread shall be eaten throughout the seven days and
-rnothlng with yeast shall be seen among you, nor shall any dough with yeast
o -beseen among you in.all your borders. ® And you shall tell your son-onthat
- day, saying, 1t is because of what the LORD did for me when | came out of =
. Egypt’ ? And it shall serve as a sign to you on your hand and asa remlnder
. -on your forehead, _that the law of the LorD may be in your mouth; for with a |
—powerful hand the LorD brought you out of Egypt. 1 Therefore, you shaII |
‘keep thls ordlnance at |ts appomted t|me from year to year



Exodus 13 11 16

11 “Now when the LORD brlngs you to the Iand of the Canaanlte
© as He swore to you and to your fathers, and gives it to

- vou, 2 you shall devote to the LoRD every firstborn of a

i f{-womb and every firstborn offspring of an animalthat you
- own; the males belong to the LorD. 12 But every firstborn of a |
- donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, but if you do not '
~ redeem it, then you shall break its neck and every flrstborn
_among your sons you shall redeem. And it shall be when
- your son asks you in time to come, saylng,' ‘‘What is this?’ then‘?
- you shall say to him, ‘With a powerful hand the LOrRD brought
~.us out of Egypt, from the house of slavery. > And it came
. _about, when Pharaoh was stubborn about letting us go, that
. the LoRrD put to death every firstborn in the land of Egypt
 from human firstborns to animal firstborns. Therefore I .
 sacrifice to the LORD the males, every firstborn of a womb but;
. every firstborn of my sons | redeem’ 16 So it shall serve asa
sigh on your hand.and as phylacteries on your forehead, for
i a.wrth a powerful hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt i



Numbers 3 44 48

% Then the LORD spoke to Moses saylng, 45 ”Take the
- Levites in place of all the flrstborn among the sons
. of Israel, and the cattle of the Levites in place of
L":'thelr cattle And the Levites shall be Mine; | am
~ the LoRD. 46 And as a redemptlon price for the 273
 ofthe f|rstborn of the sons of Israel whoarein
. excess of the number of the Levites, 7 you shall
~ take five shekels apiece, per head:; you shall take e
. them in terms of the shekel of the sanctuary (the
_ shekel is twenty gerahs), 48 and you shall give the
_ money, the redemption price of those who arein
- excess among them, to Aaron and to his sons.”



.'COhSidef'the 'réa'fS'_bh_ﬁs:' e , | |

When Pharaoh trles to <eep hrs hold on the enslaved
-Israelltes rather than al owrng God to reclalm them |
God sends a serres of p agues to persuade h|m to 'ﬁf
fchange h|s mlnd | ‘ e

e In the flnal plague death comes upon aII the
| :'flrstborn sons of Egypt as Judgment for the g
. _Egyptlans kllllng the Israellte baby boys (Exod 1 15-;;__*
. 22) and for their oppression of Israel, God’s own
__possession and “firstborn son”_(vExod. 499 33



Consider the instructions: . .

Before the fmal death plague God mstructs the -

Israelites to mark the|r doorposts W|th the bIood of a -

blem|sh free Iamb as a 5|gn of trust |n God s [ _ Bl

fprotectlon »' e e e e

. Those who mark the|r doorposts I|ke th|s W|II be ~‘1 ;
protected from the plague (Exod 11 13)

5° Th|s rltual becomes the foundatlon of the annual

Passover celebratlon a remmder of how God
rescues and redeems h|s people B



Consider our actions: =~ .

:The whole commumty belongs to God but espeaally,__*f
fIsraeI s flrstborn sons whom God dellvered from |
death at the Passover ’ s e :

f° So God mstructs the Israelltes to redeem S
(Hebrew padah) their firstborn sons (Exod 13 13)
reclalmmg them Wlth a sacrlflaal ammal o
payment of money e

| --.--—Unblemlshed Iamb or shekeles |



Consider the payment and the price:

Later God seIects the Levrtes to be set apart m pIace
-of the flrstborn sons calllng them to serve h|m g
prlests in his sanctuary (Num 3 11 13 3: 44 45)

{° Every flrstborn son that exceeds the number of
 Levites must pay a redemptlon payment o
(peduylm from the verb padah) of five shekels to
the tempIe (Num 3 46 47 see aIso Num 18 15 16);,__"‘



! Dlscussmn pomts | _ | |
‘ Redemptlon as Remembrance How does redeemlng the
_firstborn help Israel remember God S savmg act in Egypt? :
talviRgreminder) e
- Redemption as Ransom What does the payment for the ‘
firstborn in Numbers teach about the cost of belonglng to
- God? (the value He places on them) i I
God’s Ownershlp Why is it 5|gn|f|cant that God cIa|ms the'_ |
_ firstborn as His own? (rooted in His redeemlng power) |
| Substltutlon and Representatlon How does the Levites
= standlng in for Israel S flrstborn shape our understandlng
of redemptlon? (representatlon and costly. exchange)
‘ Personal Reflectlon In what ways does redemptlon today
~ remind us of both God’s deliverance and His claim onour
hves? (frees us from what enslaves Us and also restores us)f :




June 4t Sr. Adult Bible Study:
* Redemption of Land and Enslaved Relatives (#3/3)

| = Leviticus_25:23-28’and 47-55’ _



Levrtlcus 25 23 28

3 ‘The land. moreover shaII not be sold permanently, because
the Iand is Mlne for you are onIy strangers and res&dents W|th¥i
Me. % So for every plece of your property, you are to prowde
for the redemptlon of the Iand e o | i

25 4 a feIIow countryman of yours becomes so poor that he sells,f
- part of his property, then his closest redeemer is to come and
. buy back what his reIatlve has sold. 26 Orin case someone has.‘f‘
" noredeemer, but recovers to find suff|c1ent means for e
- redemption, 27 then he shall calculate the years since its sale
© and refund the balance to the man to whom he sold it; and so;;
- returnto his property 28 But if he has not found sufficient

’r*f-?[means to get it back for himself, then what he has sold shaII
_ remain in the hands of its purchaser until the year of jubilee;
- ‘but at the Jubllee |t shaII revert SO that he may return to h|s ;
i property PR e e A B



LeV|t|cus 25 47 55 ASBs i . i IR B
47 Now.if the means of a stranger or of a forelgn resrdent W|th you becomes |
- sufficient, ‘and a countryman of yours becomes poor in relation to him and
. “sells himself to a stranger who is residing with you, or to the descendants of .
astranger’s family, % then he shall have redemptron right after he has'been :
- sold. One of his brothers may redeem him, #2 or his uncle, or his'uncle’s son -

““may redeem him,ior one of his blood reIatlves from his famlly may.redeem
- him;orif he prospers, he may redeem himself. 2 He then, with his =~ -
_purchaser; shall calculate from the year when he sold hrmself to him up to - ,_

. the year of jubilee; and the price of his sale shall correspond to the number
- of years calculated. It is like the: days of a hired worker that he will be with
" him. 3Lif there are still many years remaining, he shall refund part of his: ' -
1l _»purchase prlce in proportion to them for his own redemption: 32 but if few:
- yearstremain until the year ofJubllee he shall so calculate with him.in =~

‘proportion to his years he is to refund the amount for his redéemption. >> He
..shall be with him like a worker hired year by year; he shall hot rule over him:
. with severity in your srght %4 Even if he is not redeemed by these means, he -
~shall stillleave in the year ofjubllee he and his sons with him. 5% Forthe ' =
= sons of Israel are My servants; they are My servants whom { brought out
: -_from the Iand of Egypt I am the LORD your God e T ]



Sl et ot 0

In the Hebrew Blble the verb ga a/ can descrlbe God s act of
e ;,redeemrng h|s people from sIavery in Egypt (Exod G
. 77:15), but in Leviticus 25, God aIso calIs the Israelltes to -
‘ fredeemeachother L

o The passage epralns that lf IsraeI|tes become 50 poor that

. they sell their famlly land or themselves into slavery, a '

. relative can actas a go Bl-a "’klnsman redeemer” or =

S repossessor” (from the Hebrew verb ga al)—by paying a .
2 :redemptlon price to brlng the Iand or peopIe back |nto the fah
,_fam|ly S possessmn e e e
e+ [fno reIatlve can act as % go el then the person or Iand WI|| be]
‘ fIawfuIIy restored durlng the Year ofJubllee which happens '
. once every 50 years, when all Iand 15 returned to |ts or|g|nal
,owner and aII debt sIaves set free i 0y -



Consnder what God owns exactly | L
God bases these Iaws on the fundamental pr|nc1ple that ;;f
_bot~1 IsraeI and |ts land belong to God T ‘

* God redeemed IsraeI to be his ‘ servants L ,
~ (Hebrew: ‘eved, Lev. 25:55), so “they are not to be sold
ina slave sale ( eved) and. kept |n permanent .servrtu.de']
 (Lev.25:42). .
. ?Slmllarly,' ”the Iand shaIl not. be soId permanently
because it does not ultlmately beIong to the IsraeI|tes
BE any other: person) but to God (Lev 25: 23}

. :God prowdes the Israelrtes with land for I|V|ng and
i frourlshlng as his tenants but he st||I owns it and
- ,-therefore determlnes how to best use |t Esan



.‘ConSIder the Iastmg memorles .

The Israelltes who recelved these commands from
. T.God I|kely had fresh palnful memories of belng toIdﬁ
~ about the many brutalities reIated to the|r o |
| ';experlence of sIavery in Egypt e

3 _So God caIIs them to never perpetuate that k|nd of
. oppression. 4 | S |
. f’Instead they are to I|ve accordlng to h|s own

j_} pattern of redemptlon refusmg to Iet any Israellte
L _jstay trapped in poverty or bondage forever e



Discussion pomts | | - |
- God’s 0wnersh|p How does the idea that the Iand and the
_people belong to God shape the meaning of redemptron? i

(belonglng to Him: rather than to any eartth power) S

_ Redemption as Restoration: What does redeeming Iand ora
~ person reveal about God’s commitment to restorlng what | |s

i Iost? (nothlng IS beyond His power to reclaim) -

Protectlon of the Vulnerable How do these Iaws prevent il

i generatlonal poverty or permanent dlsplacement? (what IS Iost |

~can be reclaimed) Tl i T el T e e T e

i Famllv Respon5|b|I|tv Why is the roIe of the famlly redeemer

~ important in maintaining |dent|ty and stablllty? (preserves a.

- person’s pIace herltage and securlty) i |

~ Redemption and Freedom: What does the redemptlon of

5 those in servrtude teach us about God’s view of human dlgnlty? i

(every person as worthy of freedom and restoratlon) =




   Next I\/Ionth (7/9”‘) [oops not the f/rst Thursday]: .

| Redemptlon of Blood (#1)
.'?:i_Numbers 359 28 :

Boaz Redemptlon of Naom| 3 Land and e

 Restoration of Ruth (#2)
77Ruth41 12 s

. Redemptlon From Dlstress or Death (#3) =
~ 1 Samuel 14; 24 28, 43 45 Psalms 49:7- -9, 14 15- e
_ 55 16 19 -
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