'Empowerlng Humans ..
Genesis 41:37- 40 Exodus 31 1 5 Judges 3 9 10
.,I\/Ilcah38 s s S S

L Throughout Scrlpture God empowers ordlnary
~ people with wisdom, sk|II and His Spirit to fulfill
_extraordinary purposes — from loseph's God-
 given discernment to lead Egypt to BezaIeI g
- Spirit-filled craftsmanship in building the
 tabernacle, to Othniel's Spirit- empowered
_leadership as a judge, to I\/Ilcah s Sp|r|t f|IIed
jboldness to declare truth il

i —These accounts reveal a con5|stent pattern God o
__equips those He calls, empowering human hands L
and hearts to accompllsh H|s purposes B



Gene5|s 41 37 40 NASB

37 Now the proposal seemed good to Pharaoh and
to aII hIS servants ; e W ',
38 Then Pharaoh sa|d to h|s servants' Can we flnd a
_man like this, in whom there is a d|V|ne o
- *sprnt?” 3 So Pharaoh said to Joseph ”Slnce God
. has informed you of all this, there isnooneas
o duscernlng and wise as you are 40 You shaII be mf i
_ charge of my house, and all my people shallbe
obedlent to you; onIy regardlng the throne W|II [
- ,be greater than VO s e e Ll



Consider

» As we learned in last week’s study from Job 34:14-

.15, God breathes his life-sustaining ruakh (“breath”
or “spirit”) into all people. ‘ ‘

* Butin the Hebrew Bible, God’s Spirit also empowers :
~certain people to do specific tasks. |

* |[n Genesis 41, Pharaoh has dreams that puzzle all
the wise men of Egypt. | |

. —When Joseph interprets the dreams, Pharaoh recognizes

that Joseph’s ability comes from God’s:Spirit.



Exodus 31:1-5 NASB
1 Now the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “See, |
_have called by hame Bezalel, the son of Urij, the son
of Hur, of the tribe of Judah. 2 And | have filled him
with the Spirit of God in wisdom, in understanding,
in knowledge and in all kmds of craftsmanshlp, *to
create artistic de5|gns for work in gold, in silver, and
in bronze, ? and in the cutting of stones for settings,
and in the carving of wood, so that he may work in
all klnds of craftsmanshlp |




vConmder

» God fills BezaIeI wrth h|s Sp|r|t 50 that he can createf
|ntr|cate de5|gns for the tabernacle S

' ; — The tabernacle was a moveable temple |ntended to
_ resemble Eden, where God could live with his people as
they traveled through the W|Iderness A

e When God flrst created humans, h|s aim was for them tol,f
. continue his creative work by belng frU|tfuI and
multlplylng lite, Wthh |ncIuded cu|t|vat|ng the garden of
Eden (Gen 2: 15) |

",: - So as God flrst acted through h|s Splrlt to create the
| worId God’s Sp|r|t NOW acts through Bezalel.

= He continues God S creatlng work by de5|gn|ng the
tabernacle as 5= new Eden T S i



- Judges 3: 9 10 NASB

9 But the sons of Israel crled out to the LORD and

- the LORD raised up a deliverer for the sons of Israel to
. set them free, Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s
younger brother 10 And the Sp|r|t of the LORD came
upon him, and he judged Israel. When he went towar,
the LORD handed over to him Cushan-rishathaim king of ;
Mesopotamia, so that he prevalled over Cushan- L
'rlshathalm e : : --

I\/Ilcah 3 8NASB o

- 80n the other hand lam fllled W|th power— e
'Wlth the Sp|r|t of the LORD = - ‘
And with justice and courage

To make known to Jacob h|s rebelllous act,

| And to Israel h|s 5|n i i



Conmder

. God S Sp|r|t aIso empowers Judges I|ke Othnlel to |
dellver the Israelltes from the|r enemles (Judg 3 9--
10) 4 | _ 4

. And the Sp|r|t empowers prophets I|ke Mlcah (I\/||c
3 8) to hear God s words ofjudgment and hope and
speak them to the peopIe ‘ o i



Reflect . i G | .
What k|nds of thlngs d|d God s Splrlt empower people
to do in the Blble? L | | | ol

- Do yo-u see ‘any--patterns? or -themesi? '5 - .

Why dO you thlnk people needed God S Sp|r|t to
accompllsh these tasks? s ‘4 i R

- More Relevant Scrlpture References
 Numbers 11:26-29 '
Deuteronomy 34 9

‘ Judges 6:34

& Judges 13: 25

L Samuel 16 13
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